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English Language
Basic Level Certificate Examination- the academic year
2021 - 2022

Formatting and Weighting

1. Preface

b. The exam consists of one paper.

c. For formatting and weighting see details below.

d. Questions, vocabulary items and grammar should be
adequate and within the range of material or content
covered in SPINE series Books (1----3).

e. The allocated time of the exam paper is 2.30 hours.

The Supplementary Readers are compulsory and should

thoroughly be taught and examined to all classes from

grade seven basic level up to third year secondary.

g. Marks are out of eighty, divided by two to get the final marks
of the paper, forty marks only.

2. Content

A. Language

B. Comprehension

C. Composition

D. Supplementary Readers: two books.

The prescribed books for the Basic Certificate examination
are: (i) The Black Tulip. and (ii) A Tale of Two Cities.

3. Description of Tasks:

Q.1 Language: (30marks)

(A) Tenses:

- Put the verbs in their correct forms

- Multiple choice: choose the correct answer (a, b, c, or d)

(one answer only).

—h
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(B) Vocabulary:

1- Gap- filling (completion) 2- Spelling 3- Matching 4- Essay
type (e.g. definition, vocab- meaning or giving the opposites
of the words) 5- synonyms or antonyms 6- Multiple choice...

etc.

C- Structures:
-Rearrangement (putin order)to make meaningful sentences.
- Matching.
- Completion
D- Question Formation:
- Rearrangement ( put in order)
- Completion
E- Conjunctions:
Joining words, clauses, etc. e.g. and, but, although, yet, or ...

etc.

Q- 2. Comprehension (20 marks)

The passage should be of a reasonable length (150----
200) words.

It should be an adequate, interesting and appropriate to
learner’s standard and similar to SPINE texts.

The comprehension questions comprise the following
tasks:

Essay questions types: open-ended questions which
demand very short answers.

Multiple choice questions (MCQs) that require one answer
only. They should explicitly test stated information, main
ideas, vocabulary meaning......... etc.

True or False Questions.

. Completion
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Q.3. Composition (10 marks)

The composition should be guided and can be narrative,
descriptive, argumentative, dialogue or letter writing.

It should be of a suitable length of about three paragraphs
or (10----- 12) lines.

Marking scheme and distribution of marks should be as
follows:

a-ldeas (4 marks). b- language: structure and grammar
(2 marks). c- Style, organization, punctuation and tidy
work (2 marks). d- Correct spelling (2 marks).

Q-4 Supplementary Readers (20 marks)

The supplementary readers syllabus has beenreintroduced
since the academic year 2010, due to the ministerial
mandate NO.1 dated (24th, January 2010) and with
reference to mandate issued by the director general of the
National Centre for Curriculum and Educational Research
NO.(20) dated 4th, July, 2010.

The supplementary readers are compulsory, starting
from this academic year (2018 - 2019) onwards, due to
the directives of the minister of federal education and
the mandate issued by the secretary general of ministry
of education No1 s3/&/48/ dated 10 /4/ 2018.Therefore, all
the schools, all over the country states, at both secondary
and basic stages, are recommended to teach the required
supplementary readers textbooks, commencing from
grade seven basic level up to the third year secondary,
in order to upraise and promote the students standard in
English language.

The supplementary readers’ questions are considered as
part of the English language exam paper or complementary
tasks intend to develop and consolidate the English
language standard in general education in Sudan. They
are granted 25 per cent out of the total scores of the basic
level certificate exam paper.
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Model Exam (Sample Exam Questions)
Answer all questions:
Question ONE: Language (30 marks)
(A) Find the missing letters and write the words correctly:
(2 marks)

1. The s..n rises from the East. (cevennnnn )
2. May comes after Apr..l. T )
3. Donkeys are good for short jo..rmeys . (......... )
4. Robinson Crusoe was an English sail..r (......... )

(B) Rearrange the following words to make meaningful
sentence: (4 marks)

1. from / are / Where /? / you

(C.) Match the words in “A” with “B” in “C” to give the
opposites;
No.1 is done as an example. (3 marks )

No (A) (B) C

1 Old a.lazy l1-e

2 active b.ugly 2— ...
3 friend c.different [3-.....
1 beautiful d.bad 4- ...
5 same e.young 5- ...
6 good f.never 6—.....
7 always g.enemy 7— ...
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(D) Choose the correct answer: (6 marks)
1- Adamis young ........... his sister is old.
a- or b- but c- although d- because.

2- Ifyou ........ hard, you will pass your exam.

a- had work b- worked c- work d- will work.
3- Do you enjoy .......... TV films.

a- watch b- watched c- watching d- watches.
4- You like bananas, ....... you?

a- doesn't b- do c- didn’t d- don'’t
5-Huda ............ five times a day.

a- prays b- pray c- is praying d- prayed
6- Be quite! Mother .............

a-sleeps b- slept c- is sleeping d- sleep.
(E.)Put the verbs in brackets in their correct forms:(5marks)
Yesterday, Ahmed (go) ......... to Qatar.

Leila broke her leg while she (run) ............
Have you ever (see) ........... a lion?

They (visit) ............... us next month.

The pupils (sleep)............. now.

o~ wbd-~

(F) [Can -Why - Where - How much - Did

Complete each space bellow with a suitable word (5
marks)

1. ... they enjoy themselves last evening? Yes, they did.
2. is that bag? It's 300 Sudanese pounds.

K does she come here? To meet a friend.

4. i is your grandfather? He is at home.

S T you drive a lorry? No, | can't.
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(G) Draw a circle round the correct answer a, b, ¢, or d: (5

marks)
1- Waleed is ........... than Ahmed.
a. taller b- tall c- tallest  d- the tallest.

2-How .......... milk do you have?

a. Many b- much  c-far d- long
3- Cheese is made ......... milk.

a. of b- by c- off d- from.
4- The plane will take.......... at 5, O’clock.

a. off b- over c-on d- of

5- Whose book is that? It’s ..........
a. me b- | c- my d- mine.

Question Two: Comprehension: (20 marks)

Read the following passage carefully, and then answer
the questions:

Sudan is a rich country. It has natural resources such as
forests, national parks, wild animals and mountains. Tourists
come to Sudan to visit Dinder National Park, Jebel Marra, the
Nuba mountains forests and museums.

My friend Kamal went on holiday to Dinder National Park.
He went there by bus. The park is about forty kilometers from
the town of Dinder.

On the way to the park he saw many people travelling
in the same direction. They were using different kinds of
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transport: Lorries, busses, cars and even camels. The journey
took about four hours. It was long but comfortable journey.
Kamal was glad, he was in a bus not on a camel.

The park is full of beautiful green trees and grasses.
The animals are not in cages; they move freely among the
trees. Visitors cannot walk in the park because some animals
are dangerous. The visitors go round the park in special cars.
The journey was enjoyable, comfortable and fruitful. Kamal
met nice and friendly people. He saw wild animals. He visited
interesting places and spent a nice time there.

A- Give short answers: (10 marks)
1. Who went on a holiday to Dinder National Park?

2. How did Kamal go to Dinder Town?

3. What did he see on the way to the park?
4. Why was Kamal glad?
5

. Was the journey comfortable or boring?

B- Choose the best answer: (5 marks)
1. The visitors go round the park ..........

a.on foot b-ondonkeys c-inspecial cars d-in buses
2. The underlined word “glad” means .........

a. happy b- unhappy c- worried d- laugh
3. The animals move freely ............

a.incages b-among the trees c-alongroads d-in trucks.
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4. Visitors cannot walk on the park because ...........

a. of heavy rains b- of hot weather c- of dangerous snakes
d- some animals are dangerous.

5. Kamal went to the park .......

a.bybus b-onfoot c¢- on acamel d-bycar

C- Mark the following statements true (T) or False (F): (5
marks)

1. Kamal went on holiday to Jebel Marra (---)
2. Kamal was happy because he travelled there by camel (---)
3. The wild animals are kept in cages (---)
4. The animals moved freely among the trees (--)
5. Visitors can walk freely in the park (---)
D- Question three: Compositions: (10 marks)

Write a composition of about (10 12 -) lines about Mustafa
the Farmer. You can use the questions and words below:

1. Where does Mustafa live? Shandi - the Nile State.
2. What is he? a farmer - herds animals too.

3. How many children does Mustafa have? two son - two
daughters.

Who works in the farm? Mustafa - his family.
Does Mustafa like his farm? Likes it too much.

Who feed the animals? his children.

S -

What does Mustafa usually do every day? does fajr prayer
— tea — a cup of coffee- has breakfast- goes to the farm.
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8. What crops does Mustafa grow in the farm? Beans- wheat-
potatoes- maize -sesame.

9. Where does Mustafa sell his crops, animals and milk?
Shandi market.

10. Are the family always happy at the harvest season?
always happy - get a lot of money.
uestion four: Supplementary Readers: (20 marks

Question “A” A Tale of Two Cities
Choose the correct answer a, b or ¢ : (5 marks)

1. Doctor Manette could remember his .......... in the prison.
a. number (b) name (c) daughter
2. The aristocrats were executed by .........

a. pistol (b) sword  (c) the guillotine
3. Jerry Cruncherisa ...........
a. messenger (b) policeman (c) robber

4. Sydney carton was exactly like .........
a. Charles Darney  (b) Jarvis Lorry
5. The judges found Darney .............
a. a spy (b) guilty (c) innocent

(ii) Complete the gaps using the words below: (5 marks)

Bastille - court of law - Charles Dickens -
translator - spy

A tale of Two Cities was written by ........
The Old Bailyisa ............

Charles Darney was a teacher and .........
Dr.Manette was in the ............ for 28 years.
John Barsadwasa ..........

a R~ wbdh -~
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Question “B” The Black Tulip
(iii) Match “A” with “B” in “C” — NO.1 is done for you as
an example: (5 marks)

Alexandre Dumans |d. The president of the|4 _
flower society

A B C
1. Van systens a. Jailer 1- d
2. Gryphus b. The author 7
3. Cornelius c. The capital city of the
4. |saac Boxtel seven states 3.
5.
6.

The Huge
e. Telescope

f. Married Rosa 6—...

(iv) Answer the following questions: (5 marks)

1.

2
3
4.
S)

How much was the prize for growing the Black Tulip?

. Who stole the Black Tulip?
. Were the De Witt brothers traitors?

Who won the prize at the end of the story?

. Why did Prince William come to Haarlem ?
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